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the Turk, and guaranteeing the good government of
Lahej and the other States on the south coast. By the
Anglo-Turkish agreement of April 1905, the Aden pro-
tectorate was enlarged by a new frontier line towards
Yemen drawn from Husn Murad opposite Perim north-
eastwards to Lakmat ash-Shub, thus enclosing a total area
of about 9000 square miles, and a population of over
60,000. The ELuria Muria group, which is also British,
has area 1382 square miles, and pop, (1901) about
12,000. Aden, which is probably the Arabia Sudacmon
of the ancients, is administered by a Resident responsible
to the Government of Bombay.

9. Highways of Communication.

In Arabia there are scarcely any roads properly so
called. But the peninsula is crossed everywhere except
in the south by well-trodden caravan routes, whose direc-
tion is mainly determined by the greater or less abundance
of wells and other reservoirs along their course. There
is so little local trade and so much visiting of the holy
places from all quarters of Islam, that these routes
naturally converge on Mecca and Medina. The two
main highways are what might be called the Sunnite
and the Shiah haj,1 the former from the north for the
convenience of the orthodox Turk, the latter from the
east for the heretical Persian.

The northern pilgrim road starts from Damascus and
runs nearly due south through the Hauran highlands and
the Eoala, Sherarat and Harb Bedouin territories between
El-Hejas and the IsTefud to Medina and Mecca. The
chief intermediate stations are Kalaat Belka, east of the

1 Hnj means "pilgrimage," whence the "Haji," or pilgrim in a
pre-eminent sense, who has visited the holy places, a personage who holds
his head very high in the East.